
Over 5,000 representatives from
governments, international organiza-
tions, research institutes and enterprises
attended the first part of the 15th meet-
ing of the Conference of the Parties to
the UN Convention on Biological Diversi-
ty (COP15) held from October 11 to 15 in
Kunming, southwest China's Yunnan
province.

COP15 is the first global conference
convened by the UN to highlight ecologi-
cal civilization, a philosophy proposed
by China.

Themed "Ecological Civilization:
Building a Shared Future for All Life on
Earth," the conference was held to draw
a blueprint for future biodiversity con-
servation, facilitating the international
community to join hands to protect
their common future.

Chinese President Xi Jinping deliv-
ered a keynote speech via video link on
October 12, announcing a series of new,
concrete initiatives, and calling for a
pooling of strength to build a communi-
ty of all life on Earth, joining forces and
starting a new journey of high - quality
development of humanity. See page 4

Ecological Philosophy
Gains Global Recognition

DAVID FERGUSON:
AN EXPERT DECODING
CHINA'S STORIES

PAGE 4 | LIFE IN CHINA

COP15: EXPLORING
THE PATH TO
BIODIVERSITY
PROTECTION

PAGE 3 | INSIGHTS

WEEKLY EDITIONTHURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2021VOL.1-NO.16

Address: No. 15, Fuxing Road, Haidian District, Beijing, 100038. Visit: www.stdaily.com Telephone: 010-58884083 Price: 4.00 RMB
国内统一刊号：CN11－0315 邮发代号：81－97 Submit your article to: stweekly@stdaily.com

S&T DAILYWECHAT ACCOUNT
(EN)

Edited by TANG Zhexiao

Editor's Pick

By Staff Reporters

The photo shows three Chinese astronauts, Zhai Zhigang (C), Wang Yaping (R) and Ye Guangfu, waving after entering the space sta-
tion core module Tianhe. (PHOTO: XINHUA)

Chinese President Xi Jinping on Oc-
tober 14 called for advancing global
transport cooperation and writing a new
chapter featuring connectivity of infra-
structure, unfettered flows of trade and
investment, and interactions between
civilizations, while he addressed the
opening ceremony of the Second United
Nations Global Sustainable Transport
Conference via video link in Beijing.

Xi said that we need to uphold an
innovation- driven approach and create
more drivers for development. More
should be done to develop smart trans-
port and smart logistics and promote
deep integration of new technologies

like big data, the Internet, artificial intel-
ligence and blockchain with the trans-
port sector, to ensure easier movement
of people and smoother flow of goods.

Xi also noted that we need to up-
hold ecological conservation as a priori-
ty and pursue green and low - carbon de-
velopment. More efforts are needed to
foster a green and low - carbon way of
transport, step up green infrastructural
development, promote new energy,
smart, digital and light-weight transport
equipment, and encourage and advocate
green travel, to make transport and trav-
el more environment- friendly and low-
carbon. See page 2

Xi Stresses Advancing Global Transport Cooperation

New Record for Third-Generation
Hybrid Rice Annual Yield

Developed by the late Yuan
Longping and his team, the hybrid
rice planted in Central China's Hu-
nan province yielded over 1,600 kg
per mu (about 0.067 hectares) in
two growing seasons in one year,
breaking the record made in 2020.
Largest Gas Storage Cluster in
North China Starts Operation

With a capacity of 10.03 bil-
lion cubic meters, the largest under-
ground natural gas storage cluster
in north China officially began op-
eration on October 18.
130th Canton Fair Opens with
Smart Products

Themed "Canton Fair, Global
Share," the 130th China Import and
Export Fair (Canton Fair) was held
from October 15 to October 19 in
Guangzhou, Guangdong province.
The Fair attracted around 8,000
companies from many fields.
FAST Creates New Record of De-
tecting 1,652 Independent Bursts

Using Five-hundred-meter Ap-
erture Spherical radio Telescope
(FAST) in Guizhou province, China,
an international team of research-
ers detected 1,652 independent fast
radio bursts in 59.5 hours over 47
days from a source about 3 billion
light years away. The findings are
published in the journal Nature on
October 13.

WEEKLY REVIEW

The Shenzhou-13 crewed spacecraft
was successfully launched by a Long
March-2F carrier rocket at 00:23 Beijing
time on October 16 from the Jiuquan Sat-
ellite Launch Center in northwest China.

After a successful launch to the
new Chinese Space Station in June, the
spacecraft and its three astronauts Zhai
Zhigang, Wang Yaping and Ye Guangfu,
headed for Tianhe, the core module of
the Tiangong space station that China is

building in low Earth orbit.
Shenzhou- 13 is the eighth crewed

flight of China's space program. Zhai is
the country's first astronaut to take a
spacewalk, Wang is China's second fe-
male astronaut to participate in a space-
flight, and Ye will be making his first
journey to space.

After entering orbit, the spacecraft
will conduct a wide range of tasks, in-
cluding performing two or three space-
walks to install a small robotic arm onto
a larger one and verifying key proce-

dures and technologies, according to Lin
Xiqiang, deputy director of the China
Manned Space Agency. Scientific experi-
ments and technology demonstrations
in space medicine, microgravity physics
and other fields will also be conducted.

Shenzhou-13 docked with the space
station Tiangong on the morning of Oc-
tober 16 and three astronauts entered
the country's space station core module
Tianhe. The astronauts will stay in the
orbit for six months, the longest ever du-
ration for the Chinese astronauts.

Shenzhou-13 Launches First Long-duration Crew

After more than 30 years, national
hi- tech zones have become hubs for in-
novation, industries, talent and open-
ness, making huge contributions to
China's economic rise. In 2020, the GDP
of 169 national hi- tech zones reached
13.6 trillion RMB, accounting for about

13 percent of the country's GDP.
There are many shining examples

that indicate how small start-ups evolve
into business giants in national hi- tech
zones.

Hi - tech zones become cluster for
transformation of sci-tech achievements

The research and development
(R&D) investment of enterprises in na-

tional hi - tech zones comprises half of
that of companies all around China. Ev-
ery 10,000 employees in national hi-
tech zones own 388 invention patents,
more than ten times higher than the na-
tional average.

Both the investment and the output
show that national hi - tech zones are
clusters of innovation.

As China's first hi - tech zone and
first national innovation demonstration
zone, Zhongguancun (ZGC) has made
significant achievements in terms of
transformation of sci-tech achievements.

At the opening ceremony of the
2021 International Technology Trade
Fair on ZGC Forum on September 27, Xu
Qiang, director of Administrative Com-
mission of Zhongguancun Science Park,
said that ZGC harbors around 10 percent
of national hi-tech enterprises.

The total revenue of the companies
in ZGC reaches 7.2 trillion RMB, making
up one-sixth of enterprises in all nation-
al high- tech zones. The added value of
ZGC hit 1.04 trillion RMB, consisting
29.4 percent of Beijing's GDP.

These achievements were well sup-
ported by the central and local govern-
ments.

See page 2

New and High Tech Industrialization Shines

Xihe, China's first solar exploration
satellite, was successfully sent into desig-
nated orbit from the Taiyuan Satellite
Launch Center in north China at 6:51
pm Beijing time on October 14, marking
China's entry into the era of the sun's
observation.

The satellite was named after the
goddess of sun Xihe in China's ancient
mythology, who was said to be in charge
of time and the calendar.

It will conduct observations of the
solar H-alpha band spectral imaging for
the first time in the world. Through the
analysis of data gained from the observa-
tion, the dynamic process and physical
mechanism of the solar eruption can be
studied.

Operating in a sun-synchronous or-
bit at an altitude of 517 km, the satellite
will be able to observe the sun for 24
consecutive hours, according to Zhao
Jian, director of Earth Observation Sys-

tem and Data Center, China National
Space Administration. Compared with
traditional satellite platforms, this ver-
sion's pointing accuracy and attitude sta-
bility are both increased by two orders
of magnitude, said Zhao.

The major scientific payload of Xi-
he is a solar space telescope. The separa-
tion of the platform cabin and the pay-
load cabin, a new design for the satel-
lite, ensures the stable and precise obser-
vation of the telescope.

Due to the separation, traditional
power supply cannot reach the tele-
scope. A new technology was used to re-
alize magnetic coupling wireless energy
transmission. This is the first time that
energy transmission technology with
high power, high reliability and high effi-
ciency is applied in a satellite.

The satellite set up a 5G high-speed
communication channel for information
transfer by using lasers and microwaves.
Both wireless communication approach-
es can act as a backup for each other.

China's First Solar Exploration Satellite in Space
By Staff Reporters

By LU Zijian

A cryofree dilution refrigerator displayed at the Zhongguancun Forum exhibition in Bei-
jing. (PHOTO: XINHUA)

The International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) has established the
world's first collaborating center for the
geological disposal of high level radioac-
tive waste (HLW) in China, according to
the China Atomic Energy Authority
(CAEA).

Zhang Kejian, chairman of CAEA,
and IAEA Director General Rafael Maria-
no Grossi had a meeting via video link
on October 12, and witnessed the sign-
ing of the agreement between IAEA and
Beijing Research Institute of Uranium
Geology (BRIUG) of China National Nu-
clear Corporation (CNNC).

BRIUG was designated as IAEA Col-
laborating Center for Geological Dispos-
al of HLW.

This is the world's first HLW geo-
logical disposal center established by
IAEA. The center will promote interna-
tional academic exchanges, strengthen
joint research and personnel training in
the research and development of geolog-
ical disposal technology of HLW and the
design and construction of underground
laboratories, so as to facilitate the global
research and development process in
this field.

Safe disposal of HLW concerns the
health and safety of humankind. Zhang

Kejian said that CAEA should further
strengthen exchanges and cooperation
with other countries in the geological
disposal of HLW, improve the disposal
technology, promote the safe and sus-
tainable development of the nuclear in-
dustry, and share China's experience
and proposals on the building of a com-
munity with a shared future for man-
kind.

Mikhail Chudakov, deputy director
general and head of the Department of
Nuclear Energy of IAEA, said that the
safe disposal of HLW is a major issue af-
fecting environmental protection and
the sustainable development of nuclear
energy, and it requires the joint efforts
of scientists from all countries to solve
the problem.

HLW could remain radioactive for
hundreds of thousands of years. The in-
ternationally accepted solution for its
safe and secure long term management
is geological disposal in a facility several
hundred meters underground.

China has begun constructing its
first underground research laboratory
for HLW disposal in the Beishan region
of Gansu province, to determine the ar-
ea's suitability for future geological dis-
posal of HLW, which will be the world's
largest underground laboratory with the
most comprehensive functions.

IAEA, China Further Collaborate on Nuclear Waste Disposal
By WANG Xiaoxia
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By LI Linxu

China's carbon peaking and carbon
neutrality standards are to be established
and improved, according to a new out-
line jointly issued by the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party of China and
the State Council on October 10.

The document, titled National Stan-
dardization Development Outline, details
the country's standardization goals to
promote standards development.

By 2025, the level of standardiza-
tion will see a big boost, according to
the goals set by the outline, adding that
more than 50 percent of generic key
technologies and applied technologies
planned programs should produce stan-
dards research results, and the average
development period of national stan-
dards should be shortened within 18
months.

By then, the standards system pro-
moting high quality development will be
basically established, with all economic

sectors, such as agriculture, industry
and services, covered by industry stan-
dards.

Meanwhile, the opening-up and in-
ternational cooperation on standardiza-
tion work will be deepened extensively,
notes the outline, proposing that the
consistency degree between national
standards and international standards
will be elevated significantly, and the
conversion rate of international stan-
dards will exceed 85 percent.

At present in China, the effective
supply of standards is inadequate, the
implementation and application of stan-
dards is not sufficient, and the technolo-
gy and internationalization level of stan-
dards is not high, said Tian Shihong,
vice minister of the State Administration
for Market Regulation (SAMR) and ad-
ministrator of the Standardization Ad-
ministration of China (SAC).

Therefore, to implement the out-
line is an urgent need for the historical
transformation of the country's stan-

dardization work, a major decision to
promote high quality economic and so-
cial development, and a necessity to
boost high level self- reliance and self-
strengthening, said Tian.

Aside from setting the goals for the
next five years, the outline has also set
the goals for the next 15 years. By 2035,
as the standardization management sys-
tem with Chinese characteristics be-
comes more completive, a market -driv-
en, government- guided, and enterprise-
oriented standardization pattern will ful-
ly take shape, featuring mass participa-
tion, opening-up and integration.

To achieve these goals, the outline
puts forward a series of tasks and mea-
sures for the standardization work, such
as promoting mutual development of
standardization and sci-tech innovation,
boosting the level of industrial standard-
ization, improving the standardization
guarantee for green development, and el-
evating the level of opening- up and in-
ternational cooperation.

The standards research in key tech-
nology sectors, such as artificial intelli-
gence, quantum information, and phar-
maceutical technologies, will be en-
hanced, according to the outline.

In technology sectors with promis-
ing application prospects, such as a new
generation of information technologies,
big data, blockchain, new energy and
new materials, technology R&D, stan-
dards development and industrialization
promotion will be carried out simultane-
ously.

In addition, the standardization up-
grade project for carbon peaking and car-
bon neutrality will be implemented.

The updating and upgrading of en-
ergy conservation standards is to be ac-
celerated, mandatory national standards
of energy efficiency will be revised, the
standards of energy calculation, testing
and certification will be improved, and
the standards of ecological carbon sink,
and carbon capture, utilization and stor-
age will be established, says the outline.

Elevating Standardization Levels High on Agenda

Olympic Flame, Welcome to Beijing

Shanghai, as one of the three inter-
national sci - tech innovation centers in
China, has always played a leading role
in building an innovative nation.

By the end of 2020, the basic frame-
work for Shanghai to be a sci-tech inno-
vation center had been established, and
the preset targets had been achieved.

For example, academic papers pub-
lished in 2020 by Shanghai's researchers
in the world- leading academic journals,
such as Nature, Science and Cell account-
ed for 32 percent of the country's total.

Many major breakthroughs were al-
so made, such as the etching machine
technology for chip-making, a new drug
named GV- 971 for Alzheimer's disease,
and advanced molecular imaging equip-
ment for medical treatment.

Shanghai—innovation magnet
According to the 2021 Global Inno-

vation Index, released by the World In-
tellectual Property Organization on Sep-
tember 20, Shanghai ranked eighth
among the top 100 global science and
technology clusters.

Recently, Shanghai released a plan
to accelerate the building of a sci- tech
innovation hub during the 14th Five-
Year Plan period.

According to the plan, Shanghai
aims to achieve the target of becoming
an important source of new scientific
discoveries, technological inventions, in-
dustrial directions and development con-
cepts by 2025.

Shanghai will have 4.5 percent of
its GDP devoted to research and develop-
ment(R&D), and the investment in basic
research will account for about 12 per-
cent of the total social R&D expendi-
ture, according to the plan.

Lin Nianxiu, vice chairman of the
National Development and Reform Com-
mission (NDRC), said that Zhangjiang
Comprehensive National Science Center
is the core pillar for Shanghai's develop-
ment into an international sci-tech inno-
vation center, and its ability will be fur-
ther improved. NDRC will continue to
lay out comprehensive sci - tech infra-
structure, especially in the fields of pho-
tonics and life sciences, and promote
the formation of a cluster of well-
equipped facilities.

Integrated circuits, biomedicine

and artificial intelligence will be the fo-
cus of building Shanghai into a sci- tech
innovation center, said Lin.

Wu Qing, vice mayor of Shanghai,
said the added value of strategic emerg-
ing industries will account for more
than 20 percent of the city's GDP by
2025, exceeding one trillion RMB,
through which the leading function of
high- end industries in Shanghai can be
strengthened.

Shanghai will increase its opening-
up to the outside world, support well-
known international sci - tech organiza-
tions and institutes to set up branches
in the city, and encourage foreign inves-
tors to set up R&D centers, said Wu.

By the end of this August, there
were about 500 foreign - funded R&D
centers in Shanghai, and the number is
expected to reach 560 by 2025. To
achieve this goal, foreign- funded enter-
prises and local R&D institutions are en-
couraged to form R&D alliances, and the
development of sci- tech start- up enter-
prises will be supported, said Wu.

Shanghai—a reference for other
cities

Li Meng, vice minister of the Minis-
try of Science and Technology (MOST),
said Shanghai will be taken as the leader
to strengthen the establishment of a sci-
tech innovation community in the Yang-
tze River Delta region and create a new
engine for future industries.

Li said that MOST will support
Shanghai to undertake research projects
in brain sciences, quantum communica-
tion, and quantum computing.

Shanghai will be granted greater au-
tonomy in attracting overseas talent to
work in the city. For the urgently needed
foreign experts, the application for work
permits will be opened, and the restric-
tions on the age and education back-
ground will be eased. Also, Shanghai is
supported to take the lead in reforming
systems and mechanisms and carrying
out policy experiments for sci- tech tal-
ent development, which will be the refer-
ences for other cities and regions in fu-
ture, said Li.

Shanghai needs to maintain its
global outlook and uphold global stan-
dards, and make efforts to be a key hub
for global innovation, a gathering place
of innovation achievements, and a main
market for technology exchange, said Li.

Shanghai Strives to Be a Global Sci-tech Innovation Center
By CHEN Chunyou

From page 1
Support from central government
China has been working on improv-

ing the transformation and commercial-
ization of sci- tech achievements by cre-
ating laws and regulations and offering
financial assistance.

As early as 1996, China issued a law
on promoting the transformation of sci-
entific and technological achievements.
A revised version of the law was enacted
in 2015, with two corresponding regula-
tions issued the following year. The trio
greatly helped to improve the transfor-
mation of scientific and technological
achievements by encouraging R&D insti-
tutes and institutions of higher educa-
tion to transfer sci-tech achievements to
enterprises or other organizations, in-
centivizing sci - tech personnel to start
businesses, and creating a good environ-
ment for the transformation and trans-
fer of sci-tech achievements.

Financial assistance is also provid-

ed by the government.
According to Enterprise Income Tax

Law of the People's Republic of China,
the enterprise income tax rate shall be
reduced to 15 percent for state- encour-
aged high - tech enterprises; the enter-
prise income tax may be exempted from
or reduced for incomes gained from the
transfer of technologies, which meets
the relevant requirements.

In 2015, the National Fund for Tech-
nology Transfer and Commercialization
was jointly launched by the Ministry of
Science and Technology and the Minis-
try of Finance, aiming to accelerate the
transformation and application of sci-
tech achievements. Since its foundation,
the fund has set up more than 30 ven-
ture capital sub - funds with almost 50
billion RMB, which has grown more
than four-fold from the original amount.

All the measures taken have con-
tributed to the progress made concern-
ing transformation of sci - tech achieve-

ments.
Promoting indigenous features
Local governments at all levels also

issued regulations to promote such
transformation with specific features
unique to the place.

In 2018, Guangxi Zhuang Autono-
mous Region revised the local regula-
tions for transformation of sci - tech
achievements. The new version of the
regulations specifically mentioned the
cooperation between China and ASEAN
countries, where Guangxi has an advan-
tage. Thanks to the China-ASEAN Tech-
nology Transfer Center, which is located
in Nanning, capital of Guangxi, the activi-
ties of transformation of sci-tech achieve-
ments between China and ASEAN coun-
tries are frequent and effective.

Article 13 of the newly revised regu-
lations noted that the joint working
group and information exchange plat-
form targeting ASEAN countries need to
be improved to promote mutual technol-

ogy transfer and transformation of sci-
tech achievements.

Yunnan Province, on the other
hand, shed light on the transformation
of sci - tech achievements for the public
good. Many achievements have been
made in new species of crops and new
technologies of agricultural production
and promoted to peasants in the prov-
ince. Previously, there was no reward for
R&D personnel from such transforma-
tion, which was not good for the stabili-
ty of research talent and further re-
search work.

The new regulations propose sever-
al approaches to support transformation
projects for the public good, which can
not only drive the incentive of institu-
tions and people that own the sci- tech
achievements to transform, but also en-
courages more transformation of sci-
tech achievements to be applied for the
public good.

Compared with that of developed
countries, the transformation rate of sci-
tech achievements in China is still not
ideal, but the country is catching up.

New and High Tech Industrialization Shines

From page 1
Xi said, today, we are redoubling

our efforts to build a country with great
transport strength. Convinced that trans-
port should come first, we have built the
world's largest high - speed railway net-
work, expressway network and world-
class port clusters. We have opened air
and sea routes that reach all parts of the
world. We have set up an integrated
transport network exceeding six million
kilometers. Convinced of the need for in-
novation, we have achieved major break-
throughs in equipment manufacturing
like high-speed trains and large aircraft.
We have more than half of the world's
new energy vehicles. Mega transport
projects like the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Ma-
cao Bridge and Beijing Daxing Interna-
tional Airport have been completed and

put into operation. Transport has be-
come a frontier in China's moderniza-
tion drive. Convinced of the importance
of global connectivity, we have become
the economy best connected to the glob-
al shipping network and with the high-
est volume of trade in goods. During the
COVID- 19 pandemic, the China- Europe
Railway Express and ocean- going cargo
vessels have been running day and night
to keep global industrial and supply
chains stable, showcasing China's sense
of responsibility in the global communi-
ty.

Xi also announced that China will
set up a Global Innovation and Knowl-
edge Center for Sustainable Transport,
as a contribution to global transport de-
velopment.

Source: XINHUA

Xi Stresses Advancing Global Transport Cooperation

A bird's-eye view of Shanghai from the Oriental Pearl Tower. (PHOTO: VCG)
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The Olympic flame that will be burning for the Beijing 2022 Winter Games started its journey after being ignited at the birthplace of the Games in Ancient Olympia, Greece on Oct. 18
during a traditional lighting ceremony. ①Greek actress Xanthi Georgiou in the role of an ancient Greek High Priestess used a concave mirror to focus the sun's rays and light the
torch before the 2,500-year-old Temple of Hera, in Ancient Olympia, Greece, Oct. 18. ②Greece's Water Polo Olympic Champion Evi Moraitidou（Left）passed the flame torch to Chi-
na's Olympic Skiing Champion Li Nina during the Olympic flame handover ceremony at Panathinean stadium in Athens, Greece, Oct. 19. ③A welcome ceremony for the Olympic
flame for the Beijing 2022 Winter Games was held at the Beijing Olympic Tower, in Beijing, Oct. 20. ④Actresses performed during the Olympic flame lighting ceremony for the Bei-
jing 2022 Winter Games in Ancient Olympia, Greece, Oct. 18. (PHOTO①④: XINHUA; PHOTO②③: VCG)



The Kunming Declaration was ad-
opted at COP15 in Kunming on October
13. Chinese Minister of Ecology and En-
vironment, Huang Runqiu, announced
the adoption of the declaration at the
High -Level Segment of the first part of
COP15.

"The declaration will send a power-
ful signal, showing the world our deter-
mination to solve the problem of biodi-
versity loss, and our stronger actions on
the issues discussed at this high- level
meeting," Huang said.

Major international organizations,
like United Nations (UN) and European
Union (EU), World Wide Fund for Na-
ture (WWF), the Campaign for Nature,
and Greenpeace, have expressed their
views from different perspectives.

Comments from the UN
According to the UN official web-

site, the Kunming Declaration calls on
the State's Parties to act urgently on bio-
diversity protection in decision -making
and recognize the importance of conser-
vation in protecting human health, add-
ing greater impetus to the development
of a new global biodiversity framework.

"The adoption of the Kunming Dec-
laration is a clear indication of the
worldwide support for the level of ambi-

tion that needs to be reflected in the
post-2020 global biodiversity framework
to be finalized next spring in Kunming,"
said Executive Secretary of the Conven-
tion on Biological Diversity Elizabeth
Maruma Mrema.

EU Council Presidency welcomes
Kunming Declaration

Slovenia, current holder of the ro-
tating Presidency of the Council of the
EU welcomed the Kunming Declaration.

"We believe that the adoption of
the Kunming Declaration is a step in the
right direction," Jasmina Spahalic, a
spokesperson for the Slovenian EU Presi-
dency, told Xinhua.

Slovenian experts also welcomed
the declaration, saying that this declara-
tion is a "very good response to COVID-
19, which showed that people need na-
ture and all living things around them,"
Joze Bavcon, head of the Botanic Gardens
of the Ljubljana University, told Xinhua.

WWF reaction to the Kunming Dec-
laration

WWF welcomed the combination of
measures contained in the Kunming Dec-
laration, which includes both conserva-
tion actions and action to address unsus-
tainable production and consumption.
Both are essential to the success in secur-
ing a nature - positive world this decade.

Commenting on the declaration,

Lin Li, Director of Global Policy and Ad-
vocacy at WWF International, said, "The
Kunming Declaration is a show of politi-
cal will and adds much - needed momen-
tum by clearly signaling the direction of
travel to address biodiversity loss. While
it is highly significant that it recognizes
the aim of the framework should be to
put nature on a path to recovery by
2030, its impacts will lie in how it is put
into action. It is still critical for govern-
ments to turn these words into reality."

Feedback from the Campaign for
Nature

The Campaign for Nature is a part-
nership of the Wyss Campaign for Na-
ture, National Geographic Society, and a
growing coalition of more than 100 con-
servation organizations around the

world.
Brian O'Donnell, the Director of the

Campaign for Nature, said, "It is clear
that transformative action and commit-
ments are necessary and China is
uniquely positioned to take the lead.
China has made great progress on na-
ture protection within its borders and
the country has indicated it is on course
to protect nearly 30 percent of its lands.
As the lead and host of the biodiversity
talks, China has an important role to
play in rallying global support for 30x30
land and ocean, a key component of the
draft biodiversity treaty. "

Voice from non-governmental envi-
ronmental organization

Greenpeace, a non - governmental
environmental organization, put forward
some reflections on the Kunming Decla-
ration.

An Lambrechts, Senior Campaign
Strategist, Greenpeace International,
said on the Greenpeace website, "The
Kunming Declaration offers a preview of
what's to come in 2022 and makes mod-
est attempts in some areas."

Lambrechts mentioned that while
ambitious targets such as protecting at
least 30 percent of terrestrial and ma-
rine areas by 2030 are important, imple-
mentation strategies and the real means
to deliver those targets are critical.

Hopeful Responses to the Kunming Declaration

The 15th meeting of the Conference
of the Parties to the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity, known as COP15, took
place from October 11 to 15 in Kunming,
Yunnan province.

The meeting, which has drawn
much attention from the international
community, is the first global conference
convened by the United Nations (UN)
on the topic of ecological civilization, a
philosophy proposed by China.

The fate of humanity is linked to
the fate of all living creatures. Aware-
ness is growing of the critical state of
biodiversity loss, and of the need to pro-
tect biodiversity if we are to safeguard
our future.

Experts, diplomats and scientists
from around the world attended the con-
ference online and offline, showing the
urgent concern for the sustainable devel-
opment of the human society and na-
ture.

Ecological civilization and Biodi-
versity

David Gosset, founder of the

China- Europe-America Global Initiative
talked about ecological civilization and a
community with a shared future for hu-
mankind on the Erhai Forum (COP15 rel-
evant forum ) online.

"As much as one can feel the depth
of the crisis we are confronted with, one
can also apprehend with great clarity
and confidence that a virtuous circle
can be initiated: while the vision of a
shared future for humankind presuppos-
es an ecological civilization, a renewed
sense of ecology is a generator of unity."

Gosset said technologies have been
entering our lives in an unprecedented
manner. It is only if it remains under
the guidance of human wisdom that
technology can lead to the advancement
of humankind in harmony with nature.

Meanwhile, Chinese environment
officials and scientists discussed the po-
tential for change from COP15 on Nature.
com.

"Biodiversity is a basic necessity for
human survival and a strategic resource
for sustainable social and economic de-
velopment. Safeguarding it is vital to na-
tional ecological security," said Huang
Runqiu, Minister of Ecology and Envi-
ronment of China.

Since China signed up to the Biodi-
versity Convention in 1992, the country

has made considerable inroads in tack-
ling biodiversity loss through key gov-
ernmental actions and measures.

Vice President of the Chinese Acad-
emy of Sciences (CAS), Zhang Yaping,
has had an extensive career in conserva-
tion biology and helped establish the
first wild animal genetic resource bank
in the country.

"Research teams have systematical-

ly examined the genetic diversity of na-
tive animals, including giant pandas and
giant salamanders, with results directly
informing species regeneration projects,
" said Zhang.

"Other projects have provided data
to guide conservation action; we have a
Biological Resources Program (BRP CAS)
that has gathered more than 29 million
biological records for Chinese plant and

wildlife species, of which 7.35 million
are now digitally available as open - ac-
cess files. The botanical gardens of CAS
have conserved more than 20,000 plant
species: about 60 percent of China's na-
tive plants, accounting for 90 percent of
the conserved species in China, and pro-
tected 39 percent of the threatened
plants in China."

Pinning Hopes on COP15
According to the South China Morn-

ing Post, conservationists and diplomats
have hopes for the biodiversity confer-
ence in Kunming, including ambitious
biodiversity conservation targets and
practical mechanisms to reach those tar-
gets.

"COP15 is probably the most impor-
tant Conference of the Parties because
we are preparing very important deci-
sions," said Thomas Ostrup Moller, Dan-
ish ambassador to China, adding that
the conference would be the first step
for countries to alter the curve of biodi-
versity loss.

"I hope we get an overlooking po-
litical declaration at the end of COP15.
The Chinese government is really ea-
ger to set the course, so we can actu-
ally make some changes here," said
Moller.

Signe Brudeset, Norwegian ambas-

sador to China, said she'd like to see
countries engaged in Kunming. "We do
hope there will be a declaration from
the Kunming meetings," she said, "It is
also very important that even in this
pandemic period, the meeting is actually
happening and the countries are really
engaged."

Meeting future challenges
According to the opinions on Na-

ture.com, considerable challenges re-
main for COP15. Equal access to digital
and genetic databases is a relatively new
issue to be discussed, with the dawn of
novel technologies and big data observa-
tion strategies advancing biodiversity
protection. Safeguarding the world's
oceans is crucial, with many regions fail-
ing to meet fishing sustainability tar-
gets. There is also much work to be
done on the monumental task of reduc-
ing plastic pollution.

Socio - economic issues are inextri-
cably tied to biodiversity discussions.
There is a growing call for the focus to
be on encouraging local, regional and na-
tional sustainable supply chains of pro-
duction and consumption, with incen-
tives to every country to protect and re-
store biodiversity and ecosystems and
develop resilient, biodiversity- friendly
business models.

COP15: Exploring the Path to Biodiversity Protection
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Kunming Dianchi Lake International Convention and Exhibition Centre.
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More than 100 countries have cho-
sen to protect biodiversity by adopting
Kunming Declaration on October 13, at
the 15th meeting of the Conference of
the Parties to the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity held in China's Kun-
ming.

In order to "Building a Shared Fu-
ture for All Life on Earth," the declara-
tion stated that putting biodiversity on a
path to recovery is a defining challenge

of this decade.
The declaration made a reference

to the "30x30" target, a call proposed
by the United Nations for countries to
protect and conserve 30 percent of
their land and maritime territory by
2030.

One of the measures suggested by
the declaration is to increase the provi-
sion of financial, technological and
capacity building support to develop-
ing countries, as well as to create more
sustainable and environmentally friend-

ly supply chains.
The pledge also committed to en-

sure the development, adoption and im-
plementation of an effective post- 2020
global biodiversity framework， to-
wards the full realization of the 2050
Vision of "Living in Harmony with Na-
ture."

Ecological civilization is a philoso-
phy proposed by China. The declaration
sends a powerful signal, showing the
world to solve the problem of biodiver-
sity loss.

There was a declaration made in Ja-
pan's Aichi in 2010, setting similar tar-
gets for the year 2020, none of which
were met.

The signed Kunming Declaration
will be submitted to the General Assem-
bly of the United Nations, the 2022
High - Level Political Forum on Sustain-
able Development, and the United Na-
tions Environment Assembly at the sec-
ond part of the ongoing session in Kun-
ming, China from April 25 to May 8 in
2022.

Kunming Declaration Adopted to Boost Biodiversity
By TANG Zhexiao
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The Sanxingdui Ruins is one of the
greatest archaeological discoveries of
the 20th century in the world. It is lo-

cated near the Yazihe River at Guang-
han City, Sichuan Province and as Sich-
uan is where the ancient state of Shu
was located, it is believed that Sanxing-
dui was the capital of the ancient "Shu
culture." This particular discovery will
rewrite China's history.

The site was originally discovered
in the 1920s by a farmer. A huge sur-
prise came in 1986 when two sacrificial
pits filled with more than 1,000 cultural
relics, including gold masks, bronze sa-
cred trees, bronze ware, jade ware and
ivory, were discovered by local workers
excavating clay for bricks.

On March 20, 2021, officials an-

nounced that they had discovered six
new sacrificial pits at the Sanxingdui Ru-
ins site and have found nearly 500 im-
portant cultural relics to date. The find-
ing quickly gained attentions worldwide.

During about a year of hard work，
nearly 2,000 cultural relics, including
gold, bronze, jade and ivory, were un-
earthed in these six newly discovered
sacrificial pits. In September, officials
held another media briefing and an-
nounced the discovery of 1,771 cultural
relics from the number three and num-
ber four pits, of which 557 relics were
relatively intact and the rest are frag-
ments. Among the items, the gold

mask is most impressive.
The gold mask was found in June.

After restoration, it turned out to be the
biggest complete gold mask found at the
site, with fine texture and quality.

Three bronze figures, with their
palms pressed together and their heads
twisted to the right, were also a unique
find among Sanxingdui items in terms
of their shape and decorative pattern.

Experts emphasized that these new
discoveries provided further material for
studying the bronze casting technology
of the Shu people as well as their art, re-
ligious beliefs, social system and cultur-
al exchanges with surrounding areas.

Sanxingdui: New Discovery of Chinese Civilization

On September 30, 2021, David Fer-
guson, a senior translation editor from
Foreign Languages Press of China Inter-
national Publishing Group (CIPG), re-
ceived the Chinese Government Friend-
ship Award, the highest award given by
China to honor outstanding foreign ex-
perts working in China.

In early September this year, Fergu-
son won the Special Book Award of
China for his contribution to translating
and publishing Chinese books and pro-
moting Chinese culture.

Ferguson summed up his feelings
as "an honor, a surprise, a pleasure"
when presented with the Friendship
Award. "I was so proud to be a part of
two eminent groups of experts who have

made tremendous contributions to pro-
moting communications and exchanges
between China and the world," he told
Science and Technology Daily recently.

Confronting rumors with an objec-
tive perspective

Ferguson has been covering most
of major events, such as the Wenchuan
Earthquake, the Beijing Olympic Games,
and the Shanghai World Expo, since he
worked for CIPG in 2008,

The reason that made him decide
to take up the offer of a job as a journal-
ist and editor with China.com.cn, the on-
line news and information provider, was
an incident of the violent riots in Lhasa,
Xizang Autonomous Region, on March
14, 2008. "I could see in the documenta-
ry and video evidence of what was going
on in Lhasa. However, the stories that

the Western media showed were just
completely different and had nothing to
do with the truth. So, I accepted the job
offer. Because somebody should at least
try to present a more honest version of
what is happening in China," he said.

At that time Ferguson did not
speak much Chinese, so he took his own
approach to confronting the fabrications
of the Western media.

"I wasn't in a position to read what
the Chinese were saying. So, I started
from the perspective of what the West-
ern media were saying and analyzed
that. This way it was much easier for me
to demonstrate how false the Western
account was. "

In addition, he has a natural- born
sense of justice, and always respects his
wife's home country, which makes him
notice the sharp contrast between the re-
al China and China portrayed in the
Western media.

For example, when encountering
fake news about 1.5 million Beijing resi-
dents being evicted from their homes to
make way for the Olympics, he was an-
gry about the Western media's attitude.
"They did not check the source [of the
information], and they simply copied
their reports from each other," Ferguson
said.

As an objective witness living in
Beijing, he did a lot of research and
checked the source of every story, then
wrote what he found to be true.

"Unlike some Western media, there
was no any limit for the readers to make
comments on my articles. I was confi-
dent in what I was writing about," he
said.

Being a good information commu-
nicator

Ferguson likes to argue with people
on Twitter, often about China. But he
finds it is not always easy to convince
people about what is happening in
China because negative messages about
the country have been circulating for so
many years in Western countries.

He has written and translated a se-

ries of articles and books, presenting an
optimistic, pragmatic, and open China
to the world.

Noting the increasing need for
China to deliver the truth to the interna-
tional community, Ferguson highlighted
the role of soft power, such as films. He
applauded the approach adopted by the
film My People and My Country in tell-
ing stories about significant events. The
anthology is made up of seven short sto-
ries based on seven critical moments
since the founding of People's Republic
of China.

He is convinced that telling a story
through ordinary people's eyes reso-
nates much more with an audience. He
advised writers, media and other lan-
guage practitioners in China to take ordi-
nary people as narrators and tell the sto-
ry of an important event through their
experiences. The reason why soft power
is so valuable is that narrators have di-
rect access to the audience in the inter-
national community, which cannot be
filtered and twisted by the Western me-
dia.

Another reason soft power is so im-
portant said Ferguson, is that the story-
telling process is not just mechanical
translation.

He emphasized the significance of
being an objective- driven information
communicator, while also voicing his
thoughts in terms of news reporting in
the sci- tech field. "When we try to tell
sci-tech stories to the international com-
munity, the writers or the translators
should avoid using formulaic state-
ments, as these make the words and ex-
pressions they use sound as if they were
algebra," he said.

As a Chinese -English language edi-
tor, Ferguson has worked and lived in
China for a long time and has a deep un-
derstanding of China's development phi-
losophy and goals, enabling him to bet-
ter tell the country's stories to the inter-
national community. His views highlight
what efforts should be made in informa-
tion communication.

David Ferguson: An Expert Decoding China's Stories

Traditional Eastern Wisdom
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Letter to the Editor

By James Elroy Edginton

By SHENG Li

BY WEN Haoting

David Ferguson, a senior translation editor from Foreign Languages Press of CIPG.
(COURTESY PHOTO)

As a keen futurologist, and amateur
science technology hobbyist since child-
hood, my last 12 years of living in China
have witnessed its incredible, world-
leading leaps forward in once- futuristic
cutting-edge technologies in multiple ar-
eas, ranging from mobile phones and 3D-
printing, to renewable energy sources
and infrastructure.

My Chinese wife and I had the hon-
or of attending the 70th anniversary cel-
ebration of the founding of the People's
Republic of China in 2019, at the Great
Hall of the People in Beijing. At an
award ceremony in Changsha, I attended
a ceremony for Science & Technology
Creative Communication, during which I
was supposed to meet up with the intel-
lectual giant Yuan Longping, but unfor-
tunately he could not attend due to ill
health.

Working at the Hunan University of
Arts and Science as a foreign teacher, I
have had many opportunities to con-
verse with a wide range of academic col-
leagues from diverse disciplines, such as
economics, philosophy and nuclear
physics, which has been both exciting
and challenging. Meanwhile, I was invit-
ed to travel to Guangdong with a group
of foreign experts, visiting various instal-
lations including the world - leading
China Spallation Netron Source facility. I
have helped professionals such as spe-
cialist medical doctors, as well as those
working on new types of nuclear power
plants with translations on research,
along with high- level public officials
and a language expert from Tsinghua
university.

It is of immense interest and with
great enthusiasm that, as an amateur
keen on technologies, rather than a spe-
cialist, I could help people as I bring my
own type of expertise into play. This is
something I find unique to China, since
such opportunities just didn't exist for
me in the UK. Part of the reason for this
is the open and rapidly advancing na-
ture of the Chinese system, which I fully
embrace. Having worked in the UK in
several sectors of the economy, includ-
ing the Civil Service as well as the Na-
tional Health Service, I have found that
successful assessment, planning, imple-
mentation and evaluation/re- evaluation
are key to the ongoing process of ad-
vancement, and so it mustn't be forgot-
ten that China is a place where 100 year
plans of such a nature are the norm.

In my time in China, I have kept
track of the country's cutting-edge tech-
nologies, as well as monitored its suc-
cesses in desert greening, food self- sus-
tainability and renewable energy produc-
tion and transmission, such as develop-
ing high- yield and salt- tolerant strains,
and synthesizing starch from CO2 at the
Tianjin Institute of Industrial Biotechnol-
ogy. Such ground- breaking projects are
just a few examples providing further
proof that China has become a world
player in the field of science and tech-
nology.

Other examples could include
China's prowess regarding "clean meat"
or lab- grown meat technology acquisi-
tion & adoption, infrastructure projects,
such as record-breaking rail networks to
Xizang, and the world's largest HEP
Dam at 3- Gorges in Hubei, space re-
search, such as crop- growing in space,
China's own Space Station, the world's
largest Radio Telescope, FAST in Gui-
zhou, landing of a Mars Rover, Zhurong,
the world's first 3D - printed homes &
cars, CRISPR gene- editing technology,
the world's deepest submersible, the Ji-
aolong, coupled with a permanent un-
dersea research facility in the South
China Sea, as well as restructuring coral
reefs using artificial alternatives, and
the list goes on.

There are certainly challenges
ahead, such as combating China's plas-
tic pollution problem, marine habitat
loss, an aging population, spreading and
deepening China's soft- power and the
necessary future transition from the tra-
ditional "factory" to the localized on-de-
mand 3D- print. However, given the
heart- warming nature of China's politi-
cal system, under the great leadership
and guidance of President Xi Jinping
and the CPC, as well as its successes
(rice crops grown in salt- water in Hei-
longjiang, former deserts in Inner Mon-
golia, such as Mu Us Desert, have now
disappeared and been transformed into
green oases and so on), and willingness
to share, these challenges are sure to be
conquered with the same successful de-
termination as those that went before.

I feel so emotionally proud of
China, with all its successes, following
all its struggles, on a daily basis. This
year, China succeeded in eliminating ab-
solute poverty throughout the country,
and all across China people are respond-
ing favorably to the course on which
China is set — the CPC is the most pop-
ular party in the world, and if there
were such a contest, President Xi would
surely be the most popular and success-
ful leader on the planet!

(James Elroy Edginton is now a
teacher at Hunan University of Arts and
Science, who comes from Britain.)

Experiencing China's Rapid Development

James Elroy Edginton
（PHOTO provided by the author）

Having lived in the city of Chengdu
for nearly 20 years, Park Weon-seo, a 57-
year-old entrepreneur from the Republic
of Korea (ROK), has been a witness to
the cultural exchanges between China
and South Korea, and seen endless possi-
bilities for the development of Korean
enterprises in Chengdu.

On September 28, a delegation of
Appreciating the Charm of Chengdu vis-
ited the China-ROK Innovation and En-
trepreneurship Park in Chengdu. As a
qualified storyteller, Park shared a story
on innovation and entrepreneurship
with the delegation.

The China-ROK Innovation and En-
trepreneurship Park emerged after the
sixth China- Japan-ROK leaders' meeting
held in 2015, leaders from China and the
ROK proposed to build two cooperation

platforms for youth innovation and en-
trepreneurship.

In 2017, based at the China -ROK In-
novation and Entrepreneurship Park, the
China -ROK Future Incubator was estab-
lished at Jingrong Inno-Hub in Chengdu,
which has been playing the role of a
communication platform for Chinese
and ROK science and technology innova-
tion enterprises.

Park spoke highly of the role the
China - ROK Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship Park played during these years.
"We have service capabilities that close-
ly match the needs of enterprises, uni-
versities and research institutes on both
sides, and the park has natural advantag-
es in promoting the exchange of entre-
preneurship and innovation resources
between the two countries," he added.

Since its establishment, the China-
ROK Innovation and Entrepreneurship

Park has held nearly 50 exchange activi-
ties.

During this period, the Chengdu Hi-
Tech Industrial Development Zone and
Korea Investment Partners, a leading
venture capital and private equity,
signed the Strategic Cooperation Agree-
ments to set up a 870 million RMB
China - ROK innovation and entrepre-
neurship Industry fund in Chengdu.

On September 27, the ROK Pavilion
in Chengdu was opened, aiming to pro-
vide all-round and one-stop services for
institutions, enterprises and experts.

"It will not only provide a one-stop
service for small and medium enterpris-
es to showcase Korean products, but al-
so promote cultural exchanges." Park be-
lieves that the integration of resources
and technologies from China and Korea
will facilitate the development of enter-
prises in the two countries as well as

deepening the Sino-Korea exchanges.
The ROK - China Culture Associa-

tion (Chengdu), where Park works as the
chairman, strives to promote bilateral
communication in education, culture
and economic fields.

Park began working in Beijing, Da-
lian and Qingdao as a foreign expert dis-
patched by the LG group since 1994 and
he moved to Chengdu in 1996 for work.
Chengdu has become his second home-
town. "The rapid development of Cheng-
du does impress me a lot, " he said.

Major industrial parks and fashion
landmarks make him truly feel the pulse
of the rapid development of Chengdu.
Aside from work, Park is passionate
about promoting Chengdu to his Korean
friends. Because of his promotion work,
people have come to Chengdu for invest-
ment and business while others found
Chengdu a charming travel destination.

Chengdu, A Dynamic City: Korean Entrepreneur

The gold mask found at the Sanxingdui
Ruins. (PHOTO: XINHUA)

From page 1
China will establish the Kunming

Biodiversity Fund to support biodiver-
sity protection in developing coun-
tries, taking the lead by investing 1.5
billion RMB (about 233 million USD).
It will move faster to establish a pro-
tected- areas system with national
parks as the mainstay. The country
will also put in place a "1+N" policy
framework for carbon peak and car-
bon neutrality.

Elizabeth Maruma Mrema, execu-
tive secretary of the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity, said that China's resto-
ration efforts over recent decades clearly
represent a good model for future work,

which other countries can also emulate
and learn from.

The Kunming Declaration was ad-
opted at COP15 on October 13, sending a
powerful signal that shows the world
China's determination to solve the prob-
lem of biodiversity loss, and its stronger
actions on the issues discussed at this
high-level meeting, according to Chinese
Minister of Ecology and Environment
Huang Runqiu.

The second part of the meeting,
which is expected to be held next year,
will review and make a decision on the
"post- 2020 global biodiversity frame-
work" on which the international soci-
ety pins great hopes.

Ecological Philosophy Gains Global Recognition


